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the claims: 
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pages* 25, 26 received by this Authority on 30 November 2005 with the letter of 30 November 2005 
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pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1, Statement 



Novelty (N) ; 


Claims 


1-38 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-38 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-38 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-38 meet the criteria set forth in PCT Articles 33(2)-(4) for novelty, inventive step, and industrial 
applicability, because the prior art before the priority date of the present claims does not disclose or fairly 
suggest a steelmaking process as disclosed in the present claims. This steel making process has industrial 
applicability. 
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34. The process defined in any one ot claims 31 to 33 

therein the additional slag forming agent jincludes calcium 
oxide . 



35. The process defined in any one op claims 24 to 34 
wherein step (b) includes controlling cone itions within 
the direct smelting vessel to smelt the f « rrous feed 
material to iron ±n the bath and to sitostdntially 
partition phosphorus to the slag. j 

36. The process defined in any one dp claims 24 to 35 
wherein step (b) includes controlling conditions within 
the direct smelting vessel to partition phosphorus to the 
slag by maintaining the slag in an oxidising condition 



whereby the partition ratio of phosphorus 
phosphorus in the slag is at least 1:5 



37. The process defined in any one 

wherein step (b) includes controlling 
the direct smelting vessel to partition p 
slag by maintaining the slag temperature 
range of 1350 - 1450 °C and the amount of 
to be at least 3% by weight. 



o;f claims 24 to 36 
conditions within 

osphorus to the 
bo be in the 
keO in the slag 



38. 
of: 



A steel making process that includes the steps 



(a) producing molten steel and 
steelmaking slag in a steelmaking process 
vessel, the steelmaking slag including iz 
units; and 



J 



(b) producing molten iron in 
process in a direct smelting vessel con 
bath of iron and slag by supplying iron 
iron ore and carbonaceous material to th< 
vessel as a part of the feed material 



in the iron to 



j molten 
in a steelmaking 
m units and flux 
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direct smelting 
lining a molten 
re or pre-treated 
direct smelting 
of the 



requirements 
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feed material requirements for the direct 
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5 units to produce molten iron. 
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